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Asst. Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir : 

In accordance with the provisions of 37 CFR §1.56, Applicant 
requests that citation and examination of the references 
identified on the attached PTO-1449 form, copies of which are 
enclosed herewith, be made during the course of examination of 
the above-mentioned application for U.S. patent. A first Office 
Action on the merits has not been mailed from the Patent Office. 
Accordingly, no fee is due. If any additional fees are due and 
owing in view of this communication, please charge Deposit 
Account No. 50-0595. A duplicate of this sheet is included for 



this purpose . 



I . SUBMITTED REFERENCES 



PATENT no. 


PATENTEE 




ISSUE 


! DATE 


4,345,315 


Cadotte et 


al . 


Aug . 


17, 


1982 


5, 077, 785 


Monson 




Dec . 


31, 


1991 


5, 682 , 506 


Corby, Jr. 


et al . 


Oct. 


28 , 


1997 


5, 822, 529 


Kawai 




Oct . 


13, 


1998 


5, 822 , 744 


Kesel 




Oct . 


13, 


1998 


5,894,305 


Needham 




Apr . 


13, 


1999 


6, 026, 387 


Kesel 




Feb. 


15, 


2000 




6,112,186 Bergh et al . Aug. 29, 2000 



II • REMARKS 

Copies of the above references together with form PTO-144 9 
are submitted herewith. 

In view of the foregoing, Applicant submits that all of the 
claims in the application are patentably distinguishable over the 
teachings of the above references, taken singly or in 
combination. Early consideration of the application is, 
therefore , requested . 
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CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 

I hereby certify that this INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT, 
PTO-1449 AND EIGHT REFERENCES, AND POSTCARD are being deposited 
with the United States Postal Service as First Class Mail in an 
envelope addressed to the Assistant Commissioner for Patents, 
Washington, D. C. 20231 on May ZfS , 2001. 




